harmless love of sport, I should have to come to them for it. I told
him frankly that I did not intend to come back, and that he was
far too clever not to know that I was right. He seemed flattered;
and we parted on friendly terms. His vulgarity jarred every fibre
in me; but he was quite honest in it, and his popularity was not
wholly undeserved.
"Since then, I have travelled more than is usual with persons
in my condition. Among us, the temptation to settle down once
the congenial circle is found, is almost irresistible. A few, how-
ever, still find that a circle perfectly congenial to them has yet
to be established. Some of these—myself for example—retain
sufficient interest in the earth to visit it occasionally. "We are
regarded as rather eccentric on that account: in fact, ghosts are
the lunatics of what you just now called the other world. With
me it is a mere hobby, and one that I do not often indulge. I have
now answered your question as to who I was, and whether it
hurt me to die. Are you satisfied?"
"It is very kind of you, Fm sure, to take so much trouble/9
I said, suddenly realizing that he had told me all this from a
sense of duty, because I asked for it. "I should like to know what
became of Dona Ana and the others."
"She nursed Ottavio through a slight illness with such merci-
less assiduity that he died of it, a circumstance he did not after-
wards regret. She put on fresh mourning, and made a feature of
her bereavements until she was past forty, when she married a
Scotch presbyterian and left Spain. Elvira, finding it impossible
to get into society after her connexion with me, went back to
her convent for a while. Later on she tried hard to get married
again: but somehow she did not succeed: I do not know why;
for she was a pretty woman. Eventually she had to support her-
self by giving lessons in singing. The peasant girl, whose name
I forget, became famous in a small way for her skill as a laundress."
"Her name was Zerlina, was it not?"
"Very likely it was;' but pray how do you know that?"
"By tradition. Don Giovanni di Tenario is quite well remem-
bered still. There is a very great play, and a very great opera, all
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